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followed his first fallure In doing this were
not very encouraging to the man behind,
nor was the kick w he gave the door
after the second more Buccessful attempt
calculated to act in a very reassuring wa,
upon any one whose future emolument f
a doubtful task rested upon this man’s
good nature,

The darkness which met them both on
the threshold of this now open room was
speedily reiteved hy a burst of electric lght
that floodesd the whole apartment and
brought out the captain’s swaggering form
and threatening features with startling dis-
tinetness. He had thrown off his hat and
was relleving himself of a cloak in a furl-
ous way that caused Sweetwater to shrink
back, and, as the French say, efface himself
as much as possible behind a clothestree
standing near the door. That the captain
had entirely forgotten him was evident, and
for the present moment that gentleman
was too angry to ¢are or even notice if a
dozen men stood at the door. As he was
talking all this time or rather jerking out

and which had undoubtedly furnished him
with a key to those two Incongruous wards
lay on the floor not far from him, having
been flung from {ts owner's hand during
the moments of passlon and suffering |
have above mentioned. To reach thls hook
with his foot, to draw it toward him. and,
finally, to get hold of it with his hand was
not difficult for one who asplred to be a
detective and had already done some
good work in that direction. But it was
harder to turn the leaves and tind the words
he scught without attracting the attention
of his flerce companlon. He, howoever, suc-
ceeded In doing this at last, the .ong liat
of words he found on every nage h-.-in;_: iwr-
ranged alphabetically. It was a private
code for telegraphic or cable massages, ¢nd
he =oon found that "h.‘nl]pvn{]n,: Bn]i‘-;:i:;‘]flf:.
1 little game discovered; play siralg
(t)llllr![ glve yﬁu the wln:. And that “Afghan-
' atood for: Hush money.
isgtsn the latter was followed by the figures
I have mentioned, the purport of the mes-
gage needed no explanation, but the word
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n kaleldoscone, t affalr of
now: wnas it or was It not se-
would he ev

“r know what ft
2

w it turned .
1 who had bean
tnd told to throw It over the wall, he
thrown amd run, giving a shout of
Ing, 1t 18 true, but not knowing, nor
ever llkely to know, where the stone had
fallen, or what It was meant to do. Then
| this new commission on which he was bent

wias It In 1y WE romnected with the
other, or merely the odd result of his being
fn the right piace at the right moment?
He was inclined to think the latter. And
yet how odd It was that one doubtful er-
rand shounld be followed by another, in a
town no larger than New Bedford, forcing
him from scene to seene, till he found him-

given a peh-

. Spee £ townrd the clty he least de-
sired to enter, and from which he had the
most fo fear.

But brooding over a ease lke this brings
small comfort. e felt that he had heen
juexled with, but he nelther knew by
whose hand nor In what cause, If the hand
was that of providence, why, he had only to
go on following the beck of the meoment,
while if ft was that of fate, the very use-
lessness of struggling with it was apparent
at onee. Poor reasoning, perhaps, but no
onther offered, and satisfled that whatever
came, his Intentlons were above question,
he settled himself gae last for a nap, of
ich he certainly stood in good mneed.
hen he awoke he was In Boston.

The first thing he did was to show hiz st
addresses and Inqulre Into what quarter
v would lead him. To his surprisa. he
wingd it to be the fashionable quarter. Pwo
of them were names of well-known club
ousss, a third that of a first-class restan-

ant and the fourth that of a private house
1 Commonwealth avenue. Heigho! and he
wis dressed like a tramp, or nearly so!
Queer messenger, I, for such kind of
work,” thoaght he. I wonder why he
ghted on such a rough-looking cusiomer.
must have had his reasons. 1 wonder if
; 1] the errand to fall. He bore him-
self very nonchalantly at the depat. When
I last saw him hiz face and atiltude were
hose of a tolally unconcerned man. Have
boen sent on a fool's chase, after all?’
The absurdity of this cone m elruck
him, however, as he reasoned. *“Why, then,

should he have pald my fare? Not as a
benetit to me, of course, but far his own
ends, whatever they might be. l.et us ses,

then, what those ends are. 80 now for the
gentleman of the red halr who plays cards
with one arm in a sling.”

He thought that he might et entrance
into the ¢lub houses easlly enough. He pos-
ss#l a ceértain amount of Insinuation
n necessity required, and, if hard-fea-
4, had a good expression, which in un-
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l b, UTnwilling to lose time,
them, and havine no othe VAT,
Bastensl to the last place meptioned on
wiw late, ti late to enter a pri-
under elroumsiances,
hose was | up, and a ear-
staod tn front of it; so he had the
to vun, up the steps and consult
dao plate visible from the side-

It read thus:
Hiaberstow,

Fortune
expected

He hesttated a moment, then decided to
bell., HBut before he had done

operusl and two geutlemen ap-
e seelig the other out. The one
¢ leaving had his arm In a sling,

+ himself with a fierceness that
made his appearnnce somewhat alarming:
the other was obider and in the motentary
glance Swectwiter gbtained of him seemed
to be in an te of mind,

“No apologies!" the former was saving.
“I don’t mind the night air; I'm nor so il
#8 that. When I'm myself again we'll have
a little more talk., My compliments to yvour
aughter, sir. 1 wish you a very good
ning, ar rather night.”

The old gentleman bowed, and as he did
g0 Swectwater caught a glimpse, It was the
shortest glimpee in the world, of & sweet
fivce benming from a doorway far do am
the hall. There was paln in it and a yearn-
ing anxfety that made it very beautiful:
then 1t vanished, and the old gentleman,
uttering some few sarcastle words, cloged
the door, and Sweetwater found himself
alone and in darkness,

The kaleldoscope had been given another
turmn,

Dashing down the stoop, he eame upon
the gentleman who had preceded him just
iz he waas seating himself in the carriage,

“Pardon me,"" he gasped, as the driver
caught up the reins; “you have forgotten

had favored him better than he

ring the
the
peared,
who w
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scmething.”” Then, as Captaln Wattles
lonked hastily out, “You have forgotten
i

The oath that rang out from underneath
that twitching red mustache was something
to startle even him. But he clung to the
carrlage window and presently managed
to say.

A message, sir, from New Bedford. I
have been on the hunt for you for two
heurs. It won't Keep, sir; not more than
i half honr longer. Where shall T find you
during that time?"

Captain Wattles, on whom the name New
lodford seemed to have made some im-
pression, pointed up at the coachman's box
with a growl, in which command mingled
strangely with menace. Then he threw
himself back. Evidently the captaln was
not In very good humor.

Sweetwater taking this as an order to
seat hlmself beside the driver, did so and
the carrlfage drove off. Tt went at a rapid
pace, and before he had time to propound
more than a question or two to the eonch-
nian, he stopped before a large apartment
hause in a brillfantly lighted street.

Captain Watties got out, and Sweetwater
followed him. The former, who geemed to
have forgotten Sweetwater, walked past
and entered the building with a stride and
swing that made the plain, lean, inslgnifi-
cant-loocking messenger behind him feel
smaller than ever, Indeed, he had never
felt 80 =mall, for not only was the ca tain
a4 man of the finest proportions and bear-
ing, but he possessed, In splte of his flery
hair and flerce mustache, that heaute de
diable which is at once threatening and
Imposing. Added to this, he was angry
and so absorbed in his own thoughts that
he would be very apt to visit punishment
of nmo light character upon any one who
interfered with him. A pleasing prospect
for Sweetwater, who, however, kept on
with the dogged determdnation of his char-
acter up the first flight of stalrs and then
up another till they stopped, Captain Wat-
tles first and then hls humble follower, be-
fore a small door Intoc which the captaln
endeavored to fit a key. The oaths which

HIMSELF—

from New Redford. You have
sir: you bade me 1o follow you.'

It was curious omenace slowly
die out of the Ta ed and anery
man a= he mer Swestwials calm eye and
urinhaushed voticed, as he had
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emotlon as He tonk the slip, cast his eves
over itand then looked back at Swectwidtor

Now, Sweetwater knew the two words
written on that paper.  Iie could see out
0f the hack of hisz hond a2t times, and he
had bheen able to maoke out th wirnils

when the man in New Bedford was wrlting
them.

“Liappening, Afghanist
lres 2.0 after the latier

h much sense in them singly or In con-
Junetlon, but- the ; tering them
over to  himself, sd oa lrt'se book
which he took from his breast pockel and
found, or seemed to, o el to thetr mean-
ing. It could only have been a partial one,
however, fur in another instant he turned
o Sweetwater with a sour lovk and a
thundering onth,

*I= this all?" he shouled.
this a ecomplete niessggee

“Therys 15 another waord,”! returned Sweet-
witer, “which ha bade me give wou by
word of mouth; but that word don't go for
nothing. It's worth fust £5. 1've earned it,
gir. 1 came up from Now Bedtourd on pur-
pose to deliver It to you.”

Sweetwiter expected a1 blow, but he only
Ol # stare.

“Twenty-five dollars," muttered the ecap-
tain.  “Well, {U's fortunate 1 have it. And
who are vou?' he asked. *‘Not one of
Campbell's pickups, surely 7'
1 am a4 contidential messenger,” smiled
Sweatwaler™ amused avainst his will ‘at
finding a name for himself. *I carry mes-
suges and excoule commissions that re-
qn_Irl.- more or less Msceretion in the han-
dling. T am paid well, Twenty-five dollars
is the price of this job.t

“So you have had the honor of informing

with the fig-

“Does he eall

me before”” Dlustered the other, with an
attempt 1o hide some serfous  emotlon.
“Why, man, what do vou tear? Don't you
see I'm hurt? ¥You could knock me over
“;5;‘2‘””- feather if you touched my game
ar .

‘Twenty-tiva dollars,” repeated Sweet-
wiiter.,

The captain
Aren't you golng
word?"

But Sweetwater
by chafr,

“C. 0. DL

gErew  angrier. “Dash 1!
to have them? What's the

wasn't going to be caught

he insisted firmly, standing
his ground, though certain that the blow
would now fafl. But no, the captain laughed,
and tugging aAway with his one free hand
At his pocket he brought cut a pocket book,
from which he managed deftly encugh to
draw out three bills, “There.” sald he laving
them on the table, but keeping one long,
vigorous finger on them; “now, the word.”

b“SI:'rclwuLer lald his own hand on the

:Frﬂr-ﬁnk." sald he,

Ah," sald the other thoughtfully, lifting
hi_s finger and proceeding to stride up and
down the room. “He's a stiff one. What
he says he will do, Two thousand dollars!
and soon, too, T warrant. Well, I'm in a
davil of a fix at last.” He had again top-

gotten the presence of Sweetwater.,
Suddenly

M Cenly he turned or rather stopped.
1is eye Wis on the messenger, but he did
not even “sea him. “One Frederick must

offsét the other,” he cried. “It's the only

loophole out," and he threw himself §
) . . nto
a chalr, from which he fmmediately sprang

up again with a yell, " :
wounded arm. et T hedihurtis

Pandemonium re:

ned intre:
then his eye fonl MR then for a minuie:

ain on Sweetwater, who,
updpr the fascinatian gf the spectacle ni’!’zn
¢d him, had only just speceeded in fnding
the knab of the door. This time there was
rv:-m,:nmon in hls ook,
“Wait!™ gm cried. “T may have use for
You, too. Confidentia] MesSengers are hard
to come by, and one that Camphell would
empln_,'._ St down there! I'll talk to you
wllen I'm ready." i
Sweetwater was not glow In obevinz this
commard. Buslness was booming with him.
Besides, the name of Frederick acted like a
charm upon him, There geemed to be so
many Fredericks, and one of them lay in
such a curious way near his heart.
Meanwhile the captain reseated himself,
but more carefully, He had a plan or
method of procedure to think out, or so it
geemed, for he sat a long time in rlgid im-
mobility, with only the scowl of perplexity
or {ll-temper on his brow to show the na-
ture of his thoughts. Then he drew a sheet
of paper toward him and began to write a
letter. He was sn absorbed over this let-
ter and the manipulation of it, having bhut
one hand to work with, that Sweelwater de-
termined upon a hazardeusz stroke. The lit-
tle book which the captain bad consulted

Controls Them.

In most of the citles and towns of Cuba
there is a contest pending over the enntrol
of the cemeteries, During the Spanish
regime the burial places were managed and
controlled by the authorities of the church.
The fres from the cemeterics formed a
congiderabile Item In the revenues of each
piarish chureh. It cost ali the way from 70
cents to 0 to secure funeral services and
a burial In these consecrated grounds,
Plots of ground wers aseigned to such
families as desired them on annipal ground
rept terms, or else in the cemetery

5

“ovens'

A Cuban Cemetery.

walls, eapable of containing a corpse, were

assizned upon an annual rental fee. If the
rept w not padd within five dayvs of the
of any year the corpse was

out and the remains nes and

4
ashes, chrown upon the

“hone plle
In the cemetery at Havana when the
Americans took possession of the oty the
dump pile contained lierally millions of
hones., and thousands of whitened skulls
The American autho es  have ordered

these horrible stacks of 1
this particular “sight” can no longer be
seen in the island. Paupers have b
buried with the slightezt of earth covering.

Some of the cemoteries are distinguished
by beautiful tombs and pleces of memorial
stittuary, imported from abroad and erected

bones buried,

Ovens for Corpees.

by the richer familles of the communities.

Under the new order of affaire the city
governments are claiming the cemeteries
as municipal property and the chureh au-
thorities are tenaciously pressing their title
to them as the property of the church. In
Clenfuegos the commanding general has al-
lowed ae clity authorities 1o take charge of
the cemetery and reform the past abuses.
General Brooke, governor of the island, has
notitfied both parties to the controversy —
the church on the one hand and the clity
governments on the other—to submit their
claims and proof in each case, and the de-
cision will then be finully rendered as to
which is the owner of the cemeteries and
entitled to control them,

—_—— .
They All Said Grace.
From the San Francisco Argonant,

The elder Sotiern onee saw a notice in a
ccuntry inn that a conventlon of clergy-
men was to meet there the next day. Each
clergyman upon arrival received a note,
signed with the landlord’'s name, requesting
him to say grace at dinner, the signal to
be a bell rung in the office. Sothern had
noticed that the landlord sounded a bell
every day as the guests seated themselyves
for dinner., Evervthing went off to Soth-
ern’s complete satisfactlon.

The bell rang and up rose every clergy-
man and began grace, then stopped, look-
ing askance at the others. Some began
again, some sat down and got up again,
The scene for some minutes was one of
confused bobblng up and down, with mut-
terings. The laundlord stured (n astonish-
ment, and Sothern put on a look of polite

anxiety and surprise. He left the inn that
day.

——
All Serene.
From the Philadelphia North Amerlean.
Belle—"'But don't you think she was a Tit-
tle indiscreet In allowlng him to kiss her?"

Dolly—'Oh, no; she had looked up his
financial standing that afiernoon.”

Interest. Pocket money was

him, at flret, by the same tailor

supplied 1o
Hy

has

LR The thing began with his taflor. In the | yistorical value, There i= an clock
- o last three years he has not paid for his uni- | constructad In the vear 1650 for v e of

nnde execn Frederick & b 2T ol N CUBA. = = y : : e :
CEARER a_"__“_l\ cuna forms, because the tailor fa perfectly will- | travelors. In form 1t resembles o lantorn,
There Ik A Question as to Who Now | Ing to walt and charge up I per cent & Year | and the imterior s designed 10 hold g4

wly pushed upwart by 8

since found It more agreeable to deal with | spring, which alse controls th
the money lenders who haunt the garcison | of the clock. A lttle palr of
1owns. When the voung Heutenan! marries K of Andle au an
he will wipe the te off and begin s « Lo regulate its leht
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- - | Islands havs i he Lik he
5 ! ¥y of | Hawalian, it 1s 1
his grade, b " r » .
“Twonty=-twao francs el | y g
the colonel. s ' .
“Just heaven!™ ¢ -, ’ o
“T pay more than th | s - il
. [ . ia
| no T fia A
{4 s At It
ss supplies them with cheug it : I - g
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own right, principal ald est caloealate ! 8. This mus 3 ks
at o per cent: A merd viance from f S
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A captain with $5 a month, therefors i G
marries the girl of his heart, whos. pt i i Jrine
have been able to serape 1t ther for her
a dot of 85000, yicldine, at 3 1 T r- ", g af 11 * plain-
est, §20 a month. The combined bl is all pitehed \ r key
$20 & month, with bhoth husband gnd < 3
forbidden to do any Kind outside work |

to augment it. They begin Immedintely to
eal up the prinecipal. The stute, it s
does something for the

without fortune., Bt are educated and
supported at the Prytanee of La Fleche,
and girls In the malsons d'education of the
Leghon of Honor. Only the schools of the
Legion of Honor refuse to take more than
one child from each legionary, however
many little girls he may lave to bring up.
Then, after a life spent in privations, the
poor officer is shelved upon his half pay.

true,

children of oflicers

o

Esterhazy, writing after his mise @n re-
forme, in 1847, drew a sad pleture of lits
position: “I am at the end of my resources.

Incapable of earning my lving, what am 1
to do? I am fifty years old, and 1 do not
know how to do anything. Here 1
duced to lving on my haif pay., N
I, no matter what I do, arrive at
that which I absolutely need?

W ree-
Wodan

g

Carnid

The Secret Service Fuandd,

A Hungarfan cavalry officer of my ae-
quaintance, who comes now and sgain to
Paris to amuse himself, has just been say-
ing to me: “Be sure that the groat D vius
secret settles around nothing nobler than
the misapplication of certaln government

monevs In my couniry, as in all the
others, officers make debts. They cannot
help it. When a captain or a olonel or a

general finds his debts are welghing on him
intolerably he goes to the emperor. My
emperor,” he says, ‘I am about to be ds-
griced. Unless 1 find the means to pay
these debts 1 must shoot myself.' Franz
Josef, who hus a great private fortune,
writes him out a check. French oMcers,
urhappily, have no Franz Josef 1o relieve
them. The private fortune of the emperor,
for those near e¢nough to get at 11, has been
in France the secret service fund.,”

Each year a fortune of 1,000,060 francs is
handed out in darkness, from person 1o per-
gon, uncontrolled and unreceipted. Opn one
occasion General Billot had diminished the
allowance of the service de rense cments
by 8000 francs a” month. tenant Colo-
nel Plequart’s ehief told him to draw up a
memoire asking for an extra 1, %0 francs.

The memorial was presented to the council
of ministers and allowed; bhut wi it came
to drawing the cash General it held

back 80,000 francs of it, which he
for his own disposition.” Clemenceau,
speaking of these matters with forced dis-
oretlon in the Aurore, says simply: 1 knuw
that Billot will say that he owed an ae-
count of these secret funds oanly to Felix
Faure. Felix Faure i at Pere Lachaise.
Admire the auditing!”’ Anothér ray of light
is thrown when Henry asked for 1200
francs to give to an unknown agent who
bhad lost money at cards. “He will pay &t

e rvod

THE DOCTOR'S MISTAKE.

The doctor made a mistake in the nume-
ber and called st the wrong house. No
woman calls a doctor after she is once
acquainted with
the remwdial value
of Dir. Pierce's Fa-
vorite Prescription
in all discases and
drains common to
the sex.  Without
imiliating ques-
tions or local ex-
aminations the
cure 15 accom-
plished by the
use of the
* Favornite
Prescrip-
tion ™" Eup-

plement-
ed by free
medical advice if needed. This medi-
cine is harmless in any condition of the
system and can bhe taken without the
siightest fearof bad consequences. It con-
tains no whisky or aleohol. There is not
un iota of anything narcotic nit. The
relief it gives is permanent. In this it
differs from many preparations which
give temporary relief only by deadenin
the sense of féeling with narcotics, anc
the dangerous stimulants they contain
create an appetite for steong drink.
When a dealer offers a substitute for
Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescription, re-
member these facts.

When their diseases are deep-seated
and of long standing, wonen will find
it to their interest to write to Dr. R. V.
Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y., who has had won-
derful success in curi ng diseases of wom-
en. He gives advice free, and invites all
to write him. Prompt, careful and per-
sonal attention is pai& to each letter, and
the fullest advice is always given.

“After five months of t suffering T write
this for the benefit of otﬁr:.tuﬂﬂtﬂ i'nm the
same afflichion,” says Mrs. H. A. Alsbrook, of
Austin, Lonoke Co., Ark. *1 doctored with our
family phvsician withowt any good results, so
ey husband urged me to try'})x, Pierce's medi-
cites—which 1 did, with wonderful results. I
am completely cured. 1 took four hotties of
Dr. Picrce’s Favorite Prescription, four of his

' Golien Medical Discovery ' and two vials of hig
' Pleazant Pellets,'™ -

I



